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(54) METHOD FOR DRIVING IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE AND ELECTRONIC CAMERA 
(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method for driving an image pickup device and an 
electronic camera capable of raising the refresh rate of images at the time of normal 
photographing and at the time of AE and AF and obtaining the image of high picture elements at 
the time of a macro photographing mode and at the time of output to an external monrtor. 
SOLUTION: At the time of the normal photographing mode and at the time of the AE and AF, the 
vertical direction of a solid-state image pickup element 28 is thinned to 1/4 or 1/8 and drive is 
performed. In this case, though the images becomes slightly coarse, the refresh rate is high and 
power consumption is little. Also, at the time of switching to the macro photographing mode and 
at the time of externally outputting and confirming image signals (at the time of external output 
connection), the drive is automatically performed by 1/2 thinning or without thinning. Thus, the 
image of the high picture elements is fetched, further strict focus confirmation is made possible 
at the time of macro confirmation and high definition images are viewed on an external large 
screen monitor. 
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